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SLASH: HYBRID ECOLOGIES AND AUDIENCES TODAY

Saturday 6 December 2014
Auditorium, Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art

Taking Dutch born, Beijing based curator/dealer/art historian/artist/
translator /publisher Hans van Dijk (1946-2002), currently the subject of
Witte de With's exhibition Dai Hanzhi: 5000 Artists, as a point of depar-
ture, this symposium will investigate what happens when cultural sector
divisions—such as public/private, commercial/non-for-profit, academic/
non-academic and so forth—bleed. Although the latest financial crisis has
passed, a new generation of cultural producers and institutions has come
of age in—and was similarly forged by—this downturn.

Six years on, now is the time to take stock of how these initiatives, particu-
larly those led by artist or writer-led startups, have scaled. To this end,
Witte de With hosts a convocation of artists, thinkers, and producers
currently engaged in these newer platforms—spanning artistic practice,
exhibition and institution making, education, publishing, and others—

to discuss how novel, and at times heterodox, modes of address, support,
and management have reshaped—for better and for worse—the ways
ideas spread.

With a keen eye and ear to the past, the day is punctuated by a series of
‘case study’ presentations, which each revisit the design, means, and context
of related historical endeavors from several different periods and places.

PARTICIPANTS / SPEAKERS

Defne Ayas
Director, Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art

Anna Buyvid
Curator and Critic, RUS

James Early, John Hill
Founding Members of artist collective LuckyPDF, UK

Ben Eastham
Co-Founder and Editor, The White Review, UK

Adam Kleinman
Curator, Slash Symposium /Chief Editor, WdW Review

Rose Lejeune
Curator, UK

Raphael Linsi
Artist and Curator, SUI

Toke Lykkeberg
Freelance Curator and Critic, DEN

Mohammad Salemy
Programmer, The New Centre for Research and Practice, IR

Sandra Terdjman
Co-Founder, Council, FR
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1.00-115pm
WELCOME
Defne Ayas and Adam Kleinman

2.05-2.35pm
COMMERICALIZATION AND SELF-
INSTITUTIONALIZATION

James Early and John Hill

Excluded from both old and new market structures,
artists are tackling market failures with pre-
emptive strategies of commercialization and self-
institutionalization. Traditional DIY approaches
are now focused less on production and exhibition,
more on promotion, media and sales. LuckyPDF
will discuss their own work in the context of that
of their contemporaries to look at strategies of
artistic survival through commercial appropriation
and diversification.

1.20-1.50pm

UNI- OR MULTIDEPENDENT IN A POST-
COMMERCIAL ART WORLD

Toke Lykkeberg

When gallerists do their dealing at the Venice
Biennale, and institutional curators participate in
talks and seek out artists at fairs, commercial

and non-commerecial activities are hard to tell apart.

In such a post-commercial art world, nobody is
independent but rather uni- or multidependent.

2.35-3.00pm
BREAK

1.50-2.05pm
COLIN DE LAND AND AMERICAN FINE ARTS CO.
Rose Lejeune

Rose Lejeune examines Colin de Land’s uncom-
promising work with American Fine Arts, Co.,
often characterized as an ‘anti-commercial’ art
laboratory. De Land did not settle for any straight-
forward definition of art dealer, and included a
multitude of activities in his area of operations.

3.00-3.30pm

ACCELERATION, PLATFORMS &
CURATORIAL PRACTICE
Mohammad Salemy

Expounding the synthesis between accelerationist
theory and curatorial practice, Salemy focuses
on the founding and operations of The New Centre
for Research & Practice. Here, existing global
telecomputational infrastructure expands the
possibilities for the field of curation and the
pedagogical dimension of artistic practice. The
presentation also demonstrates the place and
pitfalls of social media in knowledge production
and its mass dissemination.
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3.30-3.45pm
EDITIONS: RENE BLOCK AND PAUL MAENZ
Raphael Linsi

Raphael Linsi discusses the role of editions in
building markets up from scratch, establishing
an audience and community. He looks back to
examples from the 60s in Germany and the
Netherlands with figures as Rene Block & Paul
Maenz, and ahead to recent emerging markets,
such as Poland, with Raster Gallery and Piktogram.

4.30-5.00pm

COUNCIL: COLLECTIVE MODELS OF
KNOWLEDGE PRODUCTION

Sandra Terdjman

Sandra Terdjman discusses the models that inspired
Council and the methodologies developed for its
program of inquiries and productions. Co-founded
by Terdjman in 2013, Council is an agency that
explores modes of composition of arts, sciences
and civil society, to propose new representations
of contemporary social issues. Based in Paris as
well as online, Council moves nomadically along-
side issues and projects of current concern.

3.45-415pm

CONTEMPORARY / TRADITIONAL PUBLISHING:
EDITOR / CURATOR

Ben Eastham

Ben Eastham explores the tensions inherent

to contemporary publishing. What does it mean

to be a responsible editor now in the face of
developments such as aggregated content,
immediacy and a readership not bound by geo-
graphic proximity? Can traditional models be
reconciled to this new situation? Is there a

parallel between the editor and the curator, and
what can be drawn from the experiences of both?

5.00-5.20pm
PLENARY WITH PARTICIPANTS
Moderated by Adam Kleinman

415-4.30pm

COUNTERCULTURE AND SUB-ECONOMIES OF
SOVIET ARTIST-RUN GALLERIES

Anna Buyvid

Anna Buyvid will explore counterculture and sub-
economies of the Soviet Union before and after
Perestroika through an investigation of artist-run
galleries such as Natalia Abalakova and Anatoly
Zhigalov’s apartment gallery TOTART, Moscow, and
squats by artists Timur Nvikov in Pushkinskaya 10,
St. Petersburg; Ivan Sotnikov in Fontanka 145,
Leningrad; Furmanny & Trekprudny, Moscow; and
Parcom, Kiev, amongst others.

5.20-5.30pm
Q&A

Program



INVITED PARTICIPANTS

James Early is an artist, film-maker and member of artist collective
LuckyPDF, producing projects that have featured at the Tate, London;
Hayward Gallery, London; Armory Show, New York; and the Athens
Biennale. He is interested in employing mainstream culture production
and distribution models for the dissemination of his art. His solo work
featured as part of the ikono On Air Film Festival (2013). He lectures
regularly and is exhibiting a new body of independent work at the inau-
gural show of Orlowski & Yang Gallery, Krakéw (2014).

Ben Eastham is co-founder and editor of The White Review, a journal on
the arts and literature published in print and online. His writing has
featured in publications including the Art Newspaper, New York Times,
Financial Times, Times Literary Supplement, Elephant and llluminations:
the 54th Venice Biennale. He is the co-author with Katya Tylevich of My
Life as a Work of Art, due out in 2015 with Laurence King.

John Hill is a founding member of artist collective LuckyPDF and main-
tains an individual writing and curatorial practice. In 2014 he led the
Cinemab project at Arcadia Missa. He has written for journals How to sleep
faster and NOIT, as well as online for Frieze and Rhizome. He is co-chair,
with Dr Cadence Kinsey, of Semiautomatic Images at the CAA Annual
Conference, New York (2015) and is education officer at Flat Time House,
London, running the Summer School and postgraduate MFI Group.

Toke Lykkeberg, is an art critic and curator based in Copenhagen. He is
co-curator of the MOMENTUM-Nordic Biennial of Contemporary Art
(2015). He has curated half a hundred exhibitions, most recently the group
show L'embarras at TOVES, Copenhagen (2014). In 2009, he co-founded
the artist-run space IMO in Copenhagen instigating a “post-commercial”

and “multidependent” gallery model. He is a regular contributor to
Kunstkritikk and DIS Magazine, and published Zevs-The execution of
an image, Gallimard (2014) and Non-art as last artistic tendency,
Copenhagen (2013).

Mohammad Salemy is an independent New York based critic and curator
from Iran. He has curated exhibitions at the Koerner Gallery at the Uni-
versity of British Columbia, as well as the Satellite Gallery, Access Gallery
and Dadabase. He co-curated Faces exhibition at the Morris and Helen
Belkin Art Gallery. In 2014, Salemy organized the Incredible Machines
conference in Vancouver. Salemy holds a masters degree in Critical and
Curatorial Studies from the University of British Columbia and is one of the
organizers of The New Centre for Research & Practice.

Sandra Terdjman is a curator. In 2013, she co-founded Council, an agency
that explores the modes of composition of arts, sciences and civil society,
to propose new representations of contemporary social challenges. She

is also the founding director of Kadist Art Foundation—a private foundation
based in Paris and San Francisco, dedicated to supporting contemporary art.

PARTICIPANTS FROM THE GALLERIST PROGRAMME,
DE APPEL ARTS CENTRE

Anna Buyvid is an independent curator and art historian. Born in Ukraine,
she lives and works in Moscow and St. Petersburg. She studied Art History
and Theory at the Academy of St. Petersburg. A finalist of the EUNIC
program (2012), she was awarded an internship as a curator in Austria.
Buyvid is currently curator for the alternative gallery Monthly Payment,
a guest project during the 55th Venice Biennale (2013).

Rose Lejeune is a London based independent curator and advisor.

She has a BA in Philosophy and Art History and an MA Curating
Contemporary Art, Royal College of Art. She is currently Curator for
Art on the Underground, London, and a Vision Forum Research Member
at Linkdpings Universitet in Sweden.

Raphael Linsi is an artist and curator. He runs the exhibition space
LAKE&ONLY, Trin-Mulin, and is co-founder of the curators collective,
The Forever Ending Story (2009-2011). He now works at Croy

Nielsen Gallery, Berlin. As an artist he was nominated for the Swiss

Art Awards 2014. In 2011 he received a scholarship for the Cité
internationale des Arts, Paris. He holds a BA in Fine Arts at HGK Basel.

Biographies



The case-studies for this symposium have been organized in collaboration
with the Gallerist Programme, de Appel arts centre.

Since 2012, de Appel arts centre organizes the Gallerist Programme,
developed in collaboration with The Fair Gallery (gb agency, Paris;
Hollybush Gardens, London; Jan Mot, Brussels; and Raster, Warsaw).
The Gallerist Programme aims to encourage and contribute to the
discourse on gallery practice by creating an environment for investigation
and discussion for young (and aspiring) gallery owners and curators with
a particular interest in the commercial area of the art world.
www.deappel.nl

Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art is an international public
institution with Rotterdam as its home base. Established in 1990,

Witte de With explores developments in contemporary art worldwide.
Witte de With has been commenting on the social and political pre-
dicament since its inception through the presentation of curated exhibitions,
symposia, live events, educational programs, and a bold publishing arm.

www.wdw.nl

COLOPHON

Concept
Defne Ayas (Director, Witte de With Center for Contemporary Art)
Adam Kleinman (Curator, Slash Symposium / Chief Editor, WdW Review)

Curation & Organization

Adam Kleinman with Orit Gat (Managing Editor WDWReview)
Nathalie Hartjes (Head of Gallerist Programme, de Appel arts centre)
and Natasha Hoare (Associate Curator, Witte de With Center for
Contemporary Art)

Design
Kristin Metho

Print
Drukkerij Raddraaier

The symposium is partly supported by Mondriaan Fund and AMMODO
for the exhibition Dai Hanzhi: 5000 Artists.

A
M "

mondriaan D M

fund O

Witte de With
Contemporary Art

Notes
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